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The Lowliness of the Eucharist. 


IN THE MOST Holy Sacrament of the Altar, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Redeemer, our Lord and God is really, truly 
and substantially present. He is present with Flesh and Blood, 
with Soul and Body. As God He is from eternity, the same 
essence with the Father, almighty, all knowing, most wise, most 
just, in a word, infinitely perfect. In time He became man, 
and lived amongst us in the Flesh. He suffered and died on 
the Cross for us; after resting three days in the tomb, He arose 
gloriously and finally ascended into heaven, where He sits at 
the right hand of God, the Almighty Father. But at the same 
time, by a miracle transcending all miracles, He is truly and 
personally present as God and man in the sublime Sacrament 


of the Altar. 
When St. Thomas had seen the risen Savior, and had touched 


the Sacred Wounds with his fingers, he was overcome by holy 
reverence before the Divinity of his Savior and cried out: My 
Lord and my God! (John xx. 28.) Although we cannot see Him 
with the eyes of our body, yet with the eyes of our spirit we 
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behold the same Lord and God in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
He is very near to us, yea, He even deigns to abide with us. 
Should not the same reverence before His Divinity seize us, 
so that with St. Thomas we, too, fall down and adore? 

Yes, here is present our Lord and God, the King of glory, 
in whose Name all knees bend in heaven on earth and under 
the earth. Here is present the Almighty God, the Eternal Word! 
“And the Word was in the beginning with God. All things 
were made by Him: and without Him was made nothing that 
was made” (John i. 1,3). “The heavens show forth the glory 
of God, and the firmament declareth the work of His hands” 
(Ps. xviii. 2). Wonderful and sublime is His Name throughout 
the world, and His majesty is above the heavens! Here is 
present God, the Eternal and Powerful; every creature must 
sink down in the dust before Him and cry out: “Who is like 
to Thee, among the strong, O Lord? Who is like to Thee, 
glorious in holiness, terrible and praiseworthy, doing won- 
ders ?” (Exodus xv. 11.) 

Here is personally present God, the highest Good, God 
whose presence constitutes the joy of paradise, the bliss of 
heaven. He is here in whom the angels and saints find their 
delight, their glory and happiness always and forever; before 
whose throne the cherubim and seraphim and all the choirs of 
celestial spirits in deepest reverence offer their incense of ado- 
ration, and say: “Benediction, and glory, and wisdom, and 
thanksgiving, honor and power, and strength to our God for 
ever and ever!” (Apoc. vii. 12.) Here is present God, who will 
once appear with great power and majesty in the clouds of 
heaven, to judge all men according to the great book of justice; 
yea, here in the Blessed Sacrament is present God, the Infinite 
Greatness and Majesty. 


Greatness in Abasement. 


When Solomon dedicated the newly erected temple, the 
Lord showed His good pleasure and His presence by filling 
the house with a cloud. (2 Paralip. v. 13, 14.) And Solomon 
cried out in wonder: “Is it credible then that God should 
dwell with men on the earth? If heaven and the heavens of 
heavens do not contain Thee, how much less this house, which 
I have built?” (2 Paralip. vi. 18.) 

At that time, however, God had not yet appeared in the 
Flesh, nor had He made the earth His habitation in so sublime 
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a manner, by His personal presence. How much more have 
we reason to call out in wonder: Is it then possible, that God 
has lowered Himself so much as to take up His abode among 
men on earth? Yes, marvel, O man, and in astonishment sink 
down and adore; for greatness and abasement, heaven and 
earth, Divinity and humanity have become united! The only- 
begotten Son of God has left the splendor of His Father, the 
glory of His infinite Majesty, and has descended to us mortals, 
has donned our nature and become like unto us in all things, 
sin excepted. He lovingly conversed with men, and it was just 
the sinners and the poorest whom He sought out to abide and 
dine with. His graces He distributed in richest measure, and 
remedied evils of soul and body. And since the poor human 
race had, through its ‘own fault, lost its liberty and eternal life, 
and had been fettered in the bondage of sin and death, He, 
their Lord and God, offered Himself as a sacrifice of propitia- 
tion to His wrathful Father, and thus, with the price of His 
own Blood, redeemed the human race which was a prey to sin. 
Finally, He descended to the deepest depths by lowering 
Himself in the Blessed Sacrament and concealing not only the 
glory of His Divinity, as formerly, but veiled even His 
Humanity. In this unfathomable abasement He shows us the 
full greatness of His love. Therefore St. Bernard cries out: 
“Concealed is the Divinity, concealed is the Humanity, only 
the depths of love is revealed in the Blessed Sacrament.” 


The Depth of Abasement. 


Now let us concentrate our mind and reflections on the 
hidden life of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. The oftener 
and more attentively we look down into the depths of the 
humiliation of Jesus, the more we shall comprehend His 
unfathomable love. 

Let us contemplate Jesus in the place of His birth, the 
stable of Bethlehem; let us hasten with Him to Egypt, tarry 
with Him in the house of Nazareth, remain with Him during 
the three years of His public life, and follow Him to Calvary, — 
everywhere we find Him quiet and humble, poor and lowly. 
But where is He more quiet and humble, poorer and more 
lowly than in His life in the Most Blessed Sacrament ! — Here 
He unites all the humiliations of His earthly life, here He 
renews them unceasingly to the end of the world; yea, here 
He displays them in a still higher degree. 
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Loneliness and Silence of Jesus. 


In unbroken silence Jesus comes from heaven upon the 
altar; in perpetual silence and patience He permits the priest’s 
hands to touch Him, to offer Him to the Heavenly Father, to 
carry Him from place to place, to administer Him as the 
Food of life. Yes, patient and silent, He permits Himself to 
be placed on the tongue of His greatest enemy, the unworthy 
communicant; still and silent, He allows Himself to be torn from 
His tabernacle by sacrilegious hands, thrust upon the floor, 
and trampled under foot by His own creatures. It would 
even seem that He often permits these sacrilegious acts, that 
pious souls who, by tears and prayers, by penance and sac- 
rifice, seek to repair such outrages, may give Him even greater 
and more glowing proofs of love. 

For thirty years Jesus lived in the greatest retirement 
and stillness, but lo! in the Blessed Sacrament He has already 
dwelt nineteen hundred years in greater retirement, stillness 
and loneliness, and will remain thus until the end of time. 

Can we imagine anything more silent than the Blessed 
Sacrament? Only the eye of faith sees Him, the ear of the 
spirit hears Him; but for the senses He is hidden, concealed, 
still and silent. “Yea, so dearly does He love silence,” says 
Faber, “that only very seldom have saintly souls been privileged 
to hear a voice from the Sacred Host.” Ah, in what sad 
loneliness do not people often leave Him! What a melancholy 
stillness often reigns for days in some unfrequented little 
church! It seems as if His presence were highly unpleasant 
and"unwelcome to His creatures. 


The Helplessness and Obedience of Jesus. 


When Jesus lived on earth, He was, according to the 
testimony of St. Luke (ii. 51), subject to His Virgin Mother 
and to St. Joseph. Now, in the Blessed Sacrament, He, our 
Lord and God, is obedient to as many creatures as there are 
priests on earth. The priest takes the bread into his hands 
as Christ once did at the Last Supper, and pronounces the 
holiest words: “For this is My Body!” — and the miracle of all 
miracles has taken place; the bread is changed into the Body 
of Jesus Christ. The priest calls down from heaven upon the 
altar, his God, his Redeemer, his Judge, to whom he must 
once render an account, and embraces Him whom heaven and 
earth cannot encompass. 
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O prodigy of obedience and abasement! He who sits at 
the right hand of the Father; He who makes His angels 
spirits, and His ministers a burning fire, (Ps. ciii. 4); He at 
whose wink the whole world would return to nothing, He 
obeys the priest. At the priest’s command, He places Himself 
in the most humble and insignificant form upon the altar, 
waiting to be distributed among the faithful or to be carried 
to the sick and dying. He obeys and surrenders Himself 
captive into the hands of the priest. Although it is Christ 
Himself who changes bread into His Body, and wine into His 
Blood, still He makes use of the tongue of the priest to pro- 
nounce the words of consecration. He uses the priest’s hand 
whereby to offer Himself to the Heavenly Father, to administer 
Him to the faithful, to carry Him as Viaticum to the sick and 
dying. Thus He Himself willed it because He loved us; for it 
was purest love that urged Him to unite, renew and con- 
tinue in the Blessed Sacrament, all the obedience which was 
so dear to Him on earth. 


CSeliign> 


Four Classes of Communicants. 





THE VENERABLE Sister Mary of the Incarnation (1798) 
whose life was one continual miracle, writes of four classes 
of communicants : — 

“Christ the Lord spoke thus to me: ‘Among communicants 
there are some who come to Me like assassins; they would 
put Me to death if it were possible. They are the traitorous 
children, who, like Judas, make use of the holy kiss in order 
to thrust Me into the sepulchre of their inordinate passions. 
They commit a horrible crime, a sacrilege. 

“*However, this does not.include those souls who have to 
battle against great temptations, and, in their weakness, con- 
sent. These should not grow fainthearted, but should take 
courage, for I will have compassion on them and pardon their 
sins if they will only repent of them. By no means should 
they abstain from My Table, but approach even more fre- 
quently, because they are in need of My assistance. With 
sincere contrition for their sins, let them approach the con- 
fessional, where I will cleanse them. All their sins, however 
great and detestible they may be, I will forgive, and through 
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the Sacrament of My Love I will comfort them in all their 
sufferings, and refresh them in their tribulations. Yea, if they 
are truly contrite and penitent, I will give them new graces 
for the combat against temptation. 

“‘Those sinners, however, who are hardened in their 
malicious habits, who are without contrition and purpose of 
amendment and live in the will to continue their evil life, fill 
up, through their sacrilegious Communions, the measure of 
their sins, and hasten their ruin. Such souls are sold to their 
lusts and drink in mortal sin like water.’ 

“The Lord continues, saying: ‘Another class is the imper- 
fect. They are those pious souls who, for want of proper 
care and perfect watchfulness over self, accustom themselves 
to certain venial sins, and, because they seem to be only 
imperfections, these souls do not strive to avoid them. Such 
Communions are not unworthy, but they are lukewarm and 
are great obstacles to grace, for the Sacrament operates ac- 
cording to the degree of preparation. These souls resemble 
children who, instead of accepting the fond embraces of their 
father, take up arms against him and, according to their 
strength strike him. An earthly father would punish them by 
withdrawing; I, however, the best of fathers, do not withdraw, 
if only their will is not wicked, and their blows not mortal. 
My love reaches far beyond their ingratitude; I close My eyes 
to their failings, look only to their wants, take them in My 
arms and give them the kiss of peace. I bear their ingratitude 
without complaint; or if I do complain, it is with love and 
meekness. Should not this love be for them a new motive to 
love Me fervently and serve Me more faithfully?” 

“To this class belong those who, though they would not, 
under any condition, commit a mortal sin, yet habitually speak 
much and quickly, generally at the expense of their neighbor: 
who incessantly boast of themselves, easily fly into a passion, 
are snappish and peevish at home, unwilling to obey their supe- 
riors, etc., and do not strive earnestly to leave off their evil 
habits. Such habits are real thorns for our Lord and yet, those 
souls consider themselves truly pious. Their whole surround- 
ings, friend and foe, frequently even the domestic animals, 
know the faults of these persons; only to themselves they are 
a mystery. 

“Furthermore the Lord said: ‘The dearest class is formed 
of those who communicate perfectly. They approach Me 
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with a perfect love of God and their neighbor, and with the 
best possible preparation. These are My dearly beloved chil- 
dren on whom my eyes rest with complacency, and with whom 
I delight to dwell, for they have sacrificed all that could be 
a hindrance to Me. To such I will impart the fulness of grace, 
and pour upon them all the blessings of Jacob. 

“*Thus, the hardened sinner, the repentant sinner, the 
lukewarm soul and the saint, all partake of the Sacred Ban- 
quet, but with what different effects! Each one receives a 
Communion similar to himself. Without changing Its own na- 
ture, Holy Communion becomes sin to an obstinate sinner, a 
remedy to the repentant, imperfection to the lukewarm and 
sanctification to the perfect.’” 


Sel 


Celestial Music. 





In Spain, in the year 1564, the usual Corpus Christi pro- 
cession took place in Lutschent. For the greater solemnity of 
the feast, the band from Xativa had been engaged. The time 
arrived for the ceremonies to commence, but the musicians 
failed to make their appearance. A full hour the faithful 
waited, and finally, much disappointed, they decided to begin 
the procession. 

Scarcely had the procession left the town, when they 
heard the sweetest music. All rejoiced, for they thought that 
at length the musicians were nearing. When, however, no 
one appeared, and the music continued in wonderfully sweet 
melodies, all stood still in amazement. Two young men sepa- 
rated themselves from the procession and searched in all direc- 
tions for the musicians, but in vain. And what was still more 
wonderful, they could not hear the music when they were 
out of ranks, but no sooner had they returned to their places 
than they again perceived the sweetest harmony. Hence, no 
one could doubt that God had sent His own private orchestra 
to glorify His Son in the Most Blessed Sacrament. This 
heavenly music continued during the whole time of the pro- 
cession. Even a pious old man whom sickness kept on his 
bed of pain in Lutschent, heard the same music and thus 
shared in the joy of the procession. 


Seige 

















Our Lord’s Journeys and Public Teaching. 


The Revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich continued. 





Memorial Feast of Jephte’s Daughter. 


FROM MAHANAIM Jesus went to Ramoth-Galaad, a beau- 
tiful city, clean and regularly built. In this place levites 
performed the services of Divine worship. One of the disciples 
had gone in advance to announce the arrival of Jesus. The 
levites and other distinguished people were already expecting 
Him, outside the city, in a tent near a well. They washed the 
newcomers’ feet, gave them a luncheon and escorted them to 
the city, where many sick had gathered in a public place, 
imploring Jesus to cure them. He healed many. When evening 
came, He taught in the synagogue, for this was the Sabbath 
commemorating the sacrifice of Jephte’s daughter, which in 
this city was a mourning and national festival. Crowds of 
maidens and other people of the neighborhood were present. 

Jesus was present at the solemn memorial feast of the sacri- 
fice of Jephte’s daughter. With His disciples and the levites, 
He went to the east side of the city, to a beautiful public 
park, where preparations had been made for the festival. 
All the people of Ramoth-Galaad had gathered and ranged 
themselves in large circles. The hill with the altar upon 
which Jephte’s daughter had been sacrificed * was still there, 


* In the book of Judges, we read that Jephte was made ruler of 
the people of Galaad. He wished to conquer his enemies, and made 
a vow to God: “If Thou wilt deliver the children of Ammon to my 
hands, whosoever shall first come forth out of the doors of my house 
and shall meet me when I return.. . the same will I offer, a holocaust 
to the Lord... And he smote them... (his enemies) with a very great 











TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 75 


and opposite this, a semi-circle of grassy seats for the 
maidens, also seats for the levites and judges of the city. 
All marched out to the place ina long, orderly procession. The 
maidens of Ramoth and of many other neighboring cities wore 
mourning on this occasion. One maiden, dressed in white and 
veiled, personated Jephte’s daughter. Another crowd of maid- 
ens were dressed,in very dark garments, their chins veiled, and 
black fringed straps hanging from the forearm. These repre- 
sented Jephte’s companions. Little girls scattering flowers 
and others playing mournfully on little flutes, preceded the 
procession. Three lambs were also led forth to the place. 
The celebration was long and touching. 

All kinds of customs, instructions and songs followed in 
remarkable order, partly representing scenes of that sad sacri- 
fice, partly commemorating it in songs and psalms. The 
maiden who personated Jephtias was consoled and lamented 
in choirs by her companions. Jephtias herself asked to die. 
The levites and some of the choirs held somewhat of a council 
over her; she approached them and made certain speeches in 
which she requested the fulfillment of the vow. They had 
rolls of writing at all these proceedings; some had been mem- 
orized, others were being read. 

Jesus took an active part in the celebration. He Himself 
represented the supreme judge or high priest. He made a few 
customary speeches, and besides gave a long instruction before 
and during the feast. Three lambs were sacrificed in memory 
of Jephtias; the blood was sprinkled about the altar and the 
roasted flesh given to the poor. Jesus taught the maidens 
concerning vanity, and it was therein made manifest that Jephtias 
could have been acquitted from the sentence of death, had she 
not been so vain. 

Jesus said: “Jephtias, thou shouldst have given thanks to 
God at home for the victory. He had bestowed on thy people. 
But instead, thou didst go forth full of vanity, with great pomp 





slaughter... And when Jephte returned into Maspha, to his house, his 
only daughter met him with timbrels and with dances... And when 
he saw her, he rent his garments and said: Alas, my daughter’... 
She went to the mountains, and after the expiration of two months, 
“‘she returned to her father and he did to her as he had vowed... 
From thence came a fashion... that from year to year the daughters 
of Israel assemble together and lament the daughter of Jephte for 
four days” (Judges xi. 30-40). 
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and noisy festivity, seeking fame as a hero’s daughter and 
boasting before all the daughters of the land.” 

After the festival ceremonies were ended, they went to a 
pleasure-garden nearby, where arbors and tents and a meal had 
been prepared. Jesus took part in it, and sat at a table where the 
poor were fed. He also related a parable. After the meal, 
Jesus with the disciples, the levites and many others went to 
the city. Many sick were waiting for Him and He healed them, 
also some lunatics and such as were melancholy. He taught 
in the synagogue about Jacob and Joseph and of his being sold 
to the Egyptians, and said; “Another will be sold by one of 
His brethren for the same price, who also will receive the 
contrite brethren, and during the famine refresh them with the 
Bread of Life.” 


The Father of Jephtias. 


Jephte’s deceased pagan wife had left him an only daughter, 
who was beautiful, extraordinarily talented and rather vain. 
Jephte was a valiant, energetic, and firm man, having a great 
desire to conquer, and strictly kept his word. Although a 
Jew, he was like a pagan war-hero. He was an instrument 
in the hands of God. Very eager to conquer and rule the 
country from which he had been driven, he made a solemn 
vow to offer to the Lord as a holocaust on his victorious return, 
whatsoever should first meet him coming from his home. Little 
did he think that it might be his only daughter, and for the 
rest of the household he did not care. 

God was not pleased with this vow, but He permitted it, 
and decreed that the fulfillment of the vow should be a punish- 
ment both for father and daughter, and extinguish Jephte’s 
posterity in Israel. Jephtias would, perhaps, have turned out 
bad by the victory and elevation of her father; now she did 
penance for two months and died for God, and very likely also 
brought her father to a better state of mind. 

Before Jephte had seen anyone else, his daughter came 
to meet him an hour’s distance outside the city, at the head 
of a long procession of maidens, who were singing and playing 
on flutes and timbrels. When she heard of her sad fate, she 
entered into herself and requested to have two months’ time 
before the sacrifice. Then with her companions, she went into 
solitude, to prepare herself for the sacrifice by penance, and 
also to bewail her virginity, for now her father would have no 























TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 77 


posterity in Israel. With several maidens she went across the 
valley of Ramoth into the mountains, where she dwelt for two 
months in tents, praying, fasting and wearing penitential garbs. 
She wept in particular over her vanity and desire for glory. 
I saw that she herself asked for the fulfillment of the oath and 
that she spoke with great wisdom and emotion. 

Her sacrificial death was accompanied by great sorrow; 
her companions played songs of lamentation around her. She 
was seated in the same spot where afterwards her companions 
personated her at the festival. Here again a council was held 
as to whether she could be acquitted; again she stepped forward 
and asked to die, and the same was done at the ceremony of 
the feast. She was robed in a white garment that enveloped 
her from breast to feet. From her head to her breast, she 
was veiled with some transparent, white goods, through which 
her face, shoulders and neck could be seen. Of her own accord 
she stepped to the altar; her father did not bid her farewell, 
but left the place of sacrifice without a word. She drank from 
a cup some kind of red beverage, I think it was intended to 
make her unconscious. After she had taken the red drink, 
she appeared unconscious, whereupon the soldier seized her. 
One of Jephte’s warriors had to put her to death. He was 
blind-folded, as a sign that he was not a murderer, for he did 
not see the victim he put to death. She was laid in his left 
arm; he put a short, pointed iron instrument to the side of her 
neck and cut her throat. Two of her companions, also dressed 
in white, acted as bridesmaids. They caught up the blood in a 
vessel and poured it upon the altar. Afterwards she was 
wrapped in a winding-sheet by the virgins, and laid full length 
upon the altar, the surface of which was a gridiron. The fire 
was kindled beneath. 

The place where Jephtias and her companions met her 
father, was about two hours north of Ramoth in the mountains. 
They rode small donkeys, decorated with ribbons and many bells. 
One rode in front of Jephtias, one on either side, and the others 
followed singing and playing music. They sang the canticle 
of Moses about the destruction of the Egyptians. When Jephte 
caught sight of his daughter, he rent his garments and was 
inconsolable. Jephtias was not so sad; she was calm and tran- 
quil when she heard her fate. 

When she went to the desert with her companions, her 
father spoke his last words of farewell. This was in a certain 
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sense already the beginning of the sacrifice. He then laid his 
hands upon her head, as is customary in offering holocausts, 
and simply said, “Go, thou shalt never have a spouse.” These 
were his last words to her. “No,” she answered, “I shall 
never have a spouse.” After her death he had a magnificent 
memorial erected in Ramoth both in memory of her and his 
victory. Over this monument he erected a small temple and 
ordered an annual celebration on the anniversary of the day 
of sacrifice, to keep up the memory of his sad vow, as a warn- 
ing to all who might act with similar rashness. (Judges xi. 39, 40.) 

The festival lasted four days. Jesus and His disciples went 
into the pagan quarters at Ramoth, where the people received 
Him with great reverence at the entry to their street. They 
had long desired instruction, and now received it from Jesus 
Himself. He taught them very deep-meaning doctrines on the 
Blessed Trinity, and I heard the words that especially attracted 
my attention: “There are three that give testimony: the water, 
the spirit and the blood, and these three are one.” 

He spoke of the fall of man, of the Promised Redeemer, 
and much concerning the guidance of mankind, of the deluge, 
of the passage through the Red Sea and the Jordan, and of 
baptism. He told them that the Jews had not taken full pos- 
session of the Promised Land, and that many heathens remained 
there; that He had now come to occupy that which they had 
left and to unite it to His kingdom, but not by means of the 
sword, but by means of charity and grace. Many were deeply 
moved by His words and He sent them to Ainon to be baptized. 

Jesus taught the people in general regarding chastity and 
matrimony. He taught the women in particular on obedience, 
humility and the training of children. The people were very 
good and lovingly accompanied Him back. When Jesus returned 
to the Jewish city, He healed before the synagogue. While 
Jesus was teaching in the synagogue, the virgins were cele- 
brating their feast at the monument that Jephte had erected 
to his daughter. 


CSeRRDO 


REMARK. — Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church 
has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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The Sacred Hosts in Alkala, Spain. 





EARLY ONE MORNING in the year 1597, a stranger 
asked to see the famous Jesuit, John Suarez in Alkala. The 
unknown visitor proved to be a robber who, in company with 
some Turks, lived from pillage and murder. These bandits 
had already plundered three churches, broken open the taber- 
nacles, thrown the Sacred Hosts on the floor and trampled 
them underfoot. This member of the gang, however, was a 
Christian and still preserved a remnant of faith. He had 
secretly gathered some Sacred Hosts and now brought them 
to Father Suarez. The Jesuit entreated him to abandon his 
sinful life and restore the looted goods, but seemingly to no 
avail, for the bandit was never again seen. 

The packet which the robber handed the Jesuit, contained 
twenty-six consecrated Hosts of different sizes, a sign that they 
had been taken from different churches. Father Suarez now 
consulted the learned Father Vasquez. At first it was agreed 
that the Sacred Hosts should be consumed the following morn- 
ing; upon further consideration, however, it was feared that the 
Hosts might be poisoned, and perhaps had been specially 
prepared by the bandits to take the lives of the fathers. It 
was resolved, therefore, for the present to store them away 
respectfully, together with a note of Father Suarez, concerning 
their origin. 

Eleven years later, Father Ludwig de la Palma visited this 
monastery, had the Sacred Hosts shown to him, and was as- 
tonished to find them all white and fresh as on the first day. 
It was decided to test the matter more rigidly. The same 
number of fresh unconsecrated hosts were wrapped in a paper, 
placed beside the twenty-six consecrated Hosts, and put in a 
damp place in the sacristy. To distinguish them, an inscription 
was enclosed with each. Then the place was locked. After a 
few months, the Fathers came to see the Hosts. Behold! these 
fresh, unconsecrated hosts were all spoiled, while the twenty- 
six old Hosts were still perfectly white and intact. The mirac- 
ulous Hosts were reverently enclosed in a costly shrine, carefully 
locked, where they remained until 1615 when Father Palma, 
Rector at the time, had them examined by eminent medical 
authorities in Spain, and assembled theologians and physicians, 
all of whom unanimously declared that only by a miracle could 
the Sacred Hosts have remained thus intact. 
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The Sacred Species were then placed in a magnificent vase, 
in the form of a temple, and so wrought, that it is impossible 
to take out one Host without breaking the vase. In this vase 
they are still to be seen, perfectly white and pure. Every year, 
on the fifth Sunday after Easter, they are carried in solemn 
procession. Pope Pius VI. granted an indulgence to all who 
take part in this procession. 


Sel? 
Mary, Mother of God. 


Mary’s Predestination. 


GOD IS INFINITE goodness. As it is the nature of good- 
ness to dispense gifts, so, humanly speaking, it is a necessity 
for God to communicate Himself. This inclination forces Him 
to distribute, with Divine liberality, the plenitude of infinite 
gifts inclosed in the Godhead. God rejoices to give to His 
privileged children gifts which He has withheld even from 
the seraphim, if on their part they are only prepared and place 
no obstacles to Divine grace. Yes, God is liberal to every 
creature, but on none has He ever lavished, or will He ever 
lavish, such an abundance of Divine grace as on her whonr 
He predestined to be His ever-blessed Mother. In the beginning 
and before all time, it was decreed to pour upon Mary the 
whole plentitude of most exalted grace which would be in 
proportion and harmony to the dignity and sublimity of her 
Divine Son. From all eternity, the Blessed Virgin was destined 
by Divine Providence to be the Daughter of the Eternal Father, 
the Mother of the Son and the Spouse of the Holy Ghost in 
the kingdom of glory, and the Mother of God in the kingdom 
of grace. As Mother of the Creator, all nature, as it were, 
was given to her from the beginning. She was elevated by 
God to be the Mother of the living, the Mistress of heaven 
and earth, yea, the Queen of angels. 

From all eternity the Second Person of the Most Blessed 
Trinity knew He should become incarnate, because He knew 
that man would sin, that man could not of himself rise from 
his sin, and that it was not God’s will to abandon man in his 
exceeding misery. From all eternity the Eternal Word had 
chosen hér whom He willed to be His Mother. From all eter- 
nity He operated in union with His Father and the Holy Ghost 
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for the sanctification and perfection of His Mother. All the 
treasures of the Godhead had been eternally imparted to the 
Word by His Father, and these treasures permitted Him to 
redeem man by rendering them to His Father. Now, the Eternal 
Word, as God, could not render them to the Father, but He 
could render them to the Father by making them pass through 
Mary, by enclosing them within her, by enclosing Himself within 
her, and thus His Father would accept them through Mary. 

Jesus Christ is the inexhaustible source of the Redemption 
of the world, the infinite source of grace given to the world. 
But this source does not flow directly on to the world, it passes 
through Mary, and Mary is that creature whom the Eternal 
Word has chosen, in union with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
to diffuse all the treasures of heaven upon earth. 

Yes, everything for the happiness and sanctification of 
men comes from Jesus Christ, but everything passes through 
Mary. Jesus grants nothing but what Mary grants; and to 
the very end of time He will bless, He will redeem, He will 
save mankind, because Mary will bless, redeem and save them 
through Him. To becomethe Son of man, to become the Savior, 
the will of the Eternal Word was needed, but the will of Mary 
was also needed. To make men sons of God, brethren of the 
Savior the will of Mary was likewise needed. She gave her 
consent at Nazareth, she gave it on Calvary, and this consent 
continues still in heaven. Behold, then, to what Mary was 
eternally destined by God: to effect through Jesus Christ and 
through herself the salvation of the world! 


How God Prepared Mary. 


Mary in her Immaculate Conception was favored with a 
privilege unique in the human family. She alone of all the 
daughters of Eve, was conceived without original sin. Not for 
one instant was she the enemy of God, or under the dominion 
of Satan. During her life the smallest stain of actual sin never 
sullied her pure soul. We are not surprised that God, by a 
special privilege preserved her from original sin, and from the 
slightest actual sin, when we remember that of Mary’s im- 
maculate flesh was to be formed the Sacred and Adorable 
Body of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. To prepare her for this 
Divine maternity, God in His omnipotence, lavished upon her 
all the most precious treasures, which a mere creature is capable 
to receive. 
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God regarded not the great, the powerful, the monarchs 
of the earth; His eye rested upon the humble Mary, the un- 
known Mary, the child Mary, whom He loved as His Daughter, 
His Spouse, His Mother, His temple! From the bosom of His 
eternity He watched over Mary, directed her, protected her; 
regarded her as the one whom He willed to make partaker of 
the most amazing mysteries which He designed to work in 
time. Daily He augmented the graces in her soul; daily He 
caused her to grow in age, in virtue, in merit. 

Soon Mary was so exalted in sanctity that the world was 
no longer worthy to possess her; and God called her, as a 
child of three years, into His temple. There she consecrated 
herself to Him forever. God accepted Mary’s offering in order 
that Mary might be willing one day also to accept His offer. 
God gave Mary His temple for a retreat, that she might give 
Him her virginal womb wherein He desired corporally to dwell. 

Behold the privileges with which God had endowed Mary! 
All these high and holy prerogatives were given to her to 
prepare her fittingly for the dignity of Mother of God. 

The Venerable Father James Rhem, S. J. always prayed 
the Litany of Loretto with most fervent devotion. He greatly 
desired to know which of the titles of honor, given to the 
Queen of Heaven in this litany, is most pleasing to her, and 
he earnestly besought Mary to reveal it to him. 

On a certain occasion the Sodalists of the Blessed Virgin 
in Ingolstadt were singing the litany after their Sodality 
meeting. Father James knelt in a corner of the church un- 
observed. “Mother most admirable, pray for us!” sang the 
choir. Lo! the Blessed Virgin appeared to the pious religious, 
saying, “This title, Mother most admirable, is most pleasing 
to me.” Overcome with joy, the good Father cried out: “Repeat 
it! Repeat it! Mother most admirable is dearest to Mary.” 


“‘Never too much of Mary” say the saints. We heartily agree 
with them and have published a new booklet on the sublime dignity, 
sanctity and charming perfection of the Mother of God from which 
the above is extracted. Following is a partial list of its contents: 
Mary’s Sanctity and Greatness The August Mystery of the Incar- 
nation — Mary’s Predestination.— ‘The Annunciation according to 
Holy Scripture — According to the Holy Fathers — According to 
Revelation. — The Charming Perfection of Mary. — Mary’s Most 
Joyful, Most Blissful Privilege — Mary, Mother of God in Heaven. 
— Prayers Most Pleasing to Mary. For price of Mary, Mother of God 
see inside back cover. 
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Good Saint Ann 


Her Power and Dignity. 


“O blessed Ann! worthy art thou of the praise of all 
who are redeemed, for thou hast given life to her who 
brought forth our Savior, Jesus Christ.” 


HOW GREAT was the privilege and dignity conferred by 
God on St. Ann, in electing her for the mother of the “treasurer 
of all graces!” How great must have been St. Ann’s joy, how 
heartfelt her delight, when against all hope she gave birthto . 
a child! And what a child that was! Not in all Israel was 
there one so sweet and attractive as Mary, she who was “full 
of grace.” Never till then had earth beheld a child so fair 
and noble as Ann’s infant daughter “conceived without stain 
of original sin.” Never had there been a maternity so rich in 
blessings as hers, who was privileged to call the child she bore, 
by the exalted title of “Mother of God.” 

Well, indeed, may St. John Damascene, the great doctor 
of the Church exclaim: “Blessed, thrice blessed, art thou, O 
St. Ann, who didst receive from God and bring forth the blessed 
Child, from whom proceeded Christ, the Flower of life! We 
congratulate thee, O blessed Ann! on the dignity of being the 
mother of Mary, for thou hast brought forth, our common hope, 
the germ of the promise. All pious lips bless thee in thy 
Daughter, all languages glorify thy Child! Worthy above all 
praise, worthy art thou of the praise of all who are redeemed, 
for thou hast given life to her who brought forth our Savior, 


Jesus Christ.” ‘ wie : 
Even her beautiful name “Ann” (grace), signifies “gracious, 


loving,” and refers to her sublime destiny. She, too, had been 
chosen by God from eternity, and to her, as to her Daughter, 
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Mary, may be applied the words: “The Lord possessed me in 
the beginning of His ways. . . I was set up from eternity” (Prov. 
viii. 22, 23). God prepared St. Ann with magnificent gifts and 
graces. Of her also may be said what St. Bernardine of Siena 
wrote of St. Joseph :“In the kingdom of grace, the universal rule 
is: If God elects anyone for a special privilege and a sublime 
state, He bestows on that person all the gifts necessary for 
his state and its adornment.” 

‘Ann was the most chaste of virgins, ”»wrote Mary of Agreda 
in the City of God. “From her very childhood, she possessed 
the fulness of every virtue. She was being enlightened con- 
tinually and was constantly engaged in devout meditation. Her 
unceasing prayer was that the Redeemer might soon come.” 
Had St. Ann not been adorned with angelic purity, she could 
never have become the mother of the Virgin of virgins. With- 
out purity, the great miracle of Mary’s Immaculate Conception 
could not have taken place in her womb. Anna Catherine 
Emmerich, in her visions, saw that at the moment of Mary’s 
Immaculate Conception, St. Ann was in ecstasy, enveloped in 
heavenly splendor and surrounded by a host of angels. She 
beheld the heavens open, and saw the holy angels and the 
Blessed Trinity rejoice. Equally great was the jubilation at 
the Blessed Virgin’s birth. These are but a few rays of light 
of the dignity, greatness and sanctity of St. Ann, for which her 
clients should praise and thank God. 


Veneration of St. Ann. 


How long.has St. Ann been honored by Catholics? Bar- 
onius, the celebrated ecclesiastical writer says, “Veneration 
of St. Ann is as ancient as the Church itself. In the east and 
in the west she has been venerated from the beginning.” It 
is related that the apostles themselves transformed St. Ann’s 
dwelling at Jerusalem, into a church. Why is St. Ann one 
of the most popular saints of Holy Church? Because of 
the plenitude of her virtues, the height of her exalted dignity 
and her close relationship with the holiest persons, Jesus and 
Mary. 

After St. Joseph, no saint enjoys such widespread venera- 
tion as good St. Ann. Devotion to the mother of our Blessed 
Lady is practiced throughout the world. A countless multitude 
bear her name. Very few churches can be found which have 
not an altar or image in honor of St. Ann. It would be im- 
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possible to enumerate all the churches and chapels dedicated 
to St. Ann, and the many places of pilgrimage, where in the 
course of centuries manifold favors have been granted and 
astounding miracles wrought. 

In 550, Emperor Justinian built a magnificent church in 
Constantinople, into which the body of St. Ann was placed in 
710. The crusaders took some of the holy relics into the west- 
ern provinces where they are highly venerated in different 
churches. 

The chief city of Christendom possesses one of these 
treasures, an arm of St. Ann, which is deposited in the mag- 
nificent Benedictine church of St. Paul, outside the walls of 
Rome. In the cathedral of Bologna, Italy, a large portion of 
the saint’s head is being venerated. The greater portion of 
St. Ann’s sacred body reposes in Apt, France, where it has 
been kept from time immemorial. During the course of cen- 
turies it had fallen into oblivion, but later on, was miraculously 
discovered. Charlemagne, in the eighth century, went to Apt 
to venerate this sacred body. Vienna, Austria, possesses the 
right hand of St. Ann. It is devoutly venerated in the beauti- 
ful church which bears her name. Through these precious 
relics, miracles have been wrought up to the present day, and 
they have proved efficacious in every kind of distress. 

Of late years, the new world has venerated St. Ann in a 
special manner. The Spanish missionaries, in particular, who 
labored in Mexico and South America, sought to inspire their 
converts with affection for St. Ann. These zealous heralds of the 
faith, while announcing the doctrine of our Divine Savior, laid 
the foundation for fervent and tender devotion to Mary, His 
virginal Mother, and spread everywhere the honor and glory 
of good St. Ann. Canada claims the title of the land of St. 
Ann. The early missionaries who came from Bretagne, France, 
firmly established devotion to St. Ann in the hearts of the 
faithful. The first and principal place of pilgrimage dedicated 
to the honor of St. Ann in Canada is Beaupre, with its mag- 
nificent basilica of St. Ann. This church is handsome, but its 
most remarkable feature is the countless crutches, canes, 
trusses, and even eyeglasses, which are suspended or piled in 
the chapels as “ex-votos” of innumerable invalids, who thus 
bear witness of their recovery through the assistance of good 
St. Ann. 

In recent years, a rare relic was brought from Rome, to 
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the church of St. Ann de Beaupre. It was a fragment of the 
wrist of St. Ann, about two or three inches in length with the 
skin and flesh still adhering to the bone, and showing the joint 
near the thumb. On May 1, 1892, the precious relic first arrived 
in New York. The translation of this sacred relic turned into 
a veritable triumphal procession of St. Ann. At once a holy 
enthusiasm seized the busy metropolis. A powerful religious 
movement, a kind of Christian migration of nations took place 
to the church of St. Jean Baptiste, where the relic was tem- 
porally deposited for the veneration of the faithful. It was a 
spectacle never before witnessed in the new world. 

Three weeks, instead of three days, the relic had to remain 
exposed for the veneration of the eager throngs who gathered 
from every direction. The faithful of New York were un- 
wearied in their devotion to the dear saint. Their pious zeal 
was gloriously rewarded by Pope Leo XIII., who presented 
them with a considerable portion of the forearm of St. Ann, 
which is preserved and devoutly venerated in the church of 
St. Jean Baptiste. 

Love and veneration of the faithful for St. Ann is man- 
ifested in a practical way by their giving the name “Ann” 
to girls in baptism. Certainly, after the name, “Mary,” none 
is more beautiful! Frequently both names, Mary and Ann, 
are combined. 

Mary and St. Ann. 

Veneration of St. Ann is closely united with veneration 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The feasts of Mary’s nativity 
and presentation, are in reality feasts of St. Ann, as all the 
praises referring to the Daughter, are directed to the mother. 
Mary, St. Ann’s child of predilection, surpassed all the faithful 
in regard to veneration, esteem, tender and filial love for her 
holy mother. As long as Ann and Mary lived on earth, the 
bond of love that united their hearts, was most ardent and 
intimate. This bond was not dissolved in heaven. No; it has 
been drawn closer and has become indissoluble for all eternity. 
Mary appeared to one of her clients, and requested her to 
add to the customary rosary devotion an Our Father and 
Hail Mary in honor of her holy mother Ann. “Those who 
honor St. Ann,” said our Blessed Lady, “will obtain great aid 
in every need, especially at the hour of death.” To another 
person Mary revealed: The honor thou showest to my mother, 
is doubly dear and pleasing to me. 
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The learned Bolandists relate that a hermit who was 
specially devoted to the Blessed Virgin, was once seized by 
bitter anguish of soul. He fled for refuge to the Queen of 
Heaven. Radiant with splendor, Mary appeared to him and 
said: “Since thou art lovingly devoted to me, I shall take 
away all thy grief and sorrow of soul; but I admonish thee 
to venerate and praise my dear mother also, if thou desirest 
great graces from me. I am highly pleased with the affection 
accorded to my beloved mother. Know, too, that my Son, 
Jesus, has promised to deliver from misfortunes all who honor 
my mother and to assist them in attaining eternal glory. 
My son, practice and reveal this.” 

After speaking these words, Mary vanished, leaving be- 
hind a celestial perfume in the hermit’s cell. The pious 
anchorite faithfully complied with the request of the Virgin 
Mother. Thenceforth, to every salutation he directed to the 
Queen of Heaven, he added the following words: “And blessed 
be thy sweet mother Ann, from whom thou didst assume 
thy virginal flesh.” 

If we wish to give Mary special joy, let us venerate 
St. Ann, for every child is pleased to see its mother honored. 

Devotion to her holy mother is especially pleasing to the Blessed 
Virgin. St. Thomas of Aquin assures us that the privilege of aiding 
mankind in every distress has been given to good St. Ann. 

Good St. Ann— An attractive 32-page booklet whose pages ex- 


pound the dignity, virtues and power of the privileged mother of Our 
Lady. Price, 5 cts. each; $4.00 per 100 


CSetiigno 
St. Gertrude the Great. 


Continued. 





St. Gertrude’s Unlimited Confidence. 


BLIND TRUST in God’s mercy, unlimited confidence in 
His love, is one of the secrets to obtain sanctity. The Holy 
Fathers have always taught that the measure of our hope and 
confidence is the measure of the graces which we receive from 
heaven. They realized that, through our unreserved confidence, 
God is most honored and glorified. A true confidence is 
sufficient to make one a saint. Nothing will be denied to an 
unlimited confidence. Our Lord revealed: “It is impossible 
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that anyone should not receive all that he had believed and 
hoped to obtain. It gives\Me real pleasure when men hope 
great things from Me, and I will always grant them more 
than they expect.” 

A love without confidence does not deserve the name of 
love; it has lost its charm. Unbounded confidence conquers 
the Heart of God. Confidence sweetens everything, receives. 
everything, confirms everything. The confidence in Almighty 
God makes one that trusts in Him well-nigh almighty, too. 

St. Gertrude understood that confidence is the key which 
opens the treasures of the infinite mercy of God. To her 
confidence alone, she attributes all the gifts she had received, 
and invites all to place boundless confidence in our Savior in 
order to receive from Him immeasurable graces. “All that I 
have received,” our saint affirms, “I owe to my confidence in 
God.” Yes, Gertrude knew that Jesus is an infinite Treasure 
placed by the Eternal Father at the disposition of all, and that 
it is His supreme delight, as Savior, to distribute His gifts to 
those who trust in Him. He frequently complained to the 
beloved of His Heart, of man’s want of confidence. 

To a religious who had prayed long in vain for a particular 
favor Jesus revealed how pleased He was with Gertrude’s 
boundless confidence in His goodness. “Why dost thou not 
act like Gertrude my chosen virgin?” our Lord inquired of 
the nun. “She is so firmly established on My Providence that 
there is nothing which she does not hope from the plenitude 
of My grace. Therefore, I will never refuse her anything.” 
In fact, how could the Heart of Jesus refuse anything to one 
who trusted Him so implicitly as Gertrude! How boundless 
were her desires, how perfect their fulfillment! Alas! we 
creatures have too little knowledge of God’s kindness, love 
and mercy! Our distrust arises because we compare God 
with ourselves. Oh, that all hearts would realize that Jesus 
is all love and mercy. He has treasures of grace for all, but 
few come to bear them away with their confidence. 

In all things, Gertrude had recourse to Jesus as a child 
to its mother. Nothing, in her eyes, was too trivial to be 
recommended to Him. On one occasion, having lost a needle 
in a pile of straw, she besought Him to find it for her. “O 
dear Jesus,” she said, “vainly, indeed, would I search for this 
needle. It would be lost time. Please get it for me Thyself.” 
Extending one hand, and turning away her head, she immedi- 
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ately found the needle between her fingers. Again and again 
our Lord encouraged this confidence so dear to Him. 

“O Jesus, what should I add to these prayers to make 
them yet more efficacious?” Gertrude once asked. Turning 
to her with a countenance full of sweetness, our Savior replied, 
Confidence alone easily obtains all things!... Once when 
Gertrude was troubled with temptations, she implored the 
Divine assistance. Our Lord, in His exceeding mercy, spoke 
to her thus: “Anyone suffering from human temptations, who 
flees to My protection with firm confidence, belongs to those 
of whom I can say: ‘One is My dove, My chosen one out of 
thousands, who has pierced My Heart with one glance of her 
eyes.’ And this confidence wounds My Heart so deeply that 
were I unable to relieve such a soul, it would cause My 
Heart a sadness which all the joys of heaven could not 
assuage... The confidence that I truly have the power, the 
wisdom and the goodness to aid a soul faithfully in all her 
miseries, is the arrow that pierces My Heart, and does such 
violence to My love that I can never abandon her.” 


CSeVRRS 
The New God. 





LATE ONE AFTERNOON in May, 1855, a French officer, 
on his journey to the garrison in Nancy, sought hospitality at the 
home of a respectable peasant family who received him most 
cordially. They had a little son, Gustavus, aged six years, a 
charming little fellow with beautiful long auburn curls. His 
bright, winsome disposition made him a universal favorite. 

After supper, those who were at table amused themselves 
joking and laughing with the child. Lieutenant J. in his turn 
took the boy on his knee, and in jest plied him with all sorts of 
questions. He found that the little one’s answers were far 
beyond those given by children of his age. 

“Bravo, little one!” exclaimed the officer, “and as you are 
so well posted about everything, tell me, who is God?” 

“Who is God?” responded the boy without the slightest 
hesitation, “why, money is God.” 

From the manner in which the answer was given, the 
officer rightly concluded that the little fellow was simply re- 
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peating what he had heard from his elders; nevertheless, the 
words actually made him shudder. 

“But, my, child,” the Lieutenant questioned further, “who 
taught you such things?” 

“Who? Why my teacher. He said that money is God; 
money knows everything and can do everything. Money gives 
me toys while I am little, and big palaces after I grow to be 
a man.” 

Grave thoughts filled the officer’s mind at these words. 
Little Gustavus perceiving that the expression of the officer’s 
countenance became more serious, freed himself from his arms, 
jumped down, and ran to his grandmother, who hugged and 
petted him, but the boy still kept staring steadily at the officer. 

The next day Lieutenant J. continued his journey. This 
little incident, however, made an indelible impression on his 
mind, and he never forgot the name, Gustavus. His duty called 
him from one garrison to another, but he could not dismiss 
the child’s words from his mind. They continued to ring in 
his ears like a dismal but certain foreboding of an unfortunate 
life for the misguided boy.— “A young man according to his 
way, even when he is old, he will not depart from it” (Prov. xxii. 6). 


After Fifteen Years. 


Fifteen years had passed. It was the year 1870, and Lieu- 
tenant J. was now Captain J. He had come in contact with 
persons of practically every age and class, and had arrived at 
the sad conviction that the god of Gustavus was in reality 
the god of that century: that many voluntarily sacrificed to 
this divinity, their reputation, health, honor, conscience, — in 
fact: everything. This it was which confirmed his sad pre- 
sentiment of a terrible future for Gustavus whom he could 
not banish from his mind. Whenever he picked up the police 
gazette and saw the list of criminals, he involuntary looked 
for the name of Gustavus B. On failing to discover this name, 
he would heave a sigh of relief, “Thanks be to God, he is not 
among them yet!” 

One day Captain J. met an old comrade who, at that time, 
had the unenviable honor of being a member of the war council 
of Paris. In this post, he had witnessed the execution of two 
hundred revolutionists. After a cordial salutation, the old 
comrades briefly related their experience since their last meet- 
ing. His friend gave the captain a vivid description of the 
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crimes that had been committed by the condemned Communists, 
and handed him a list containing the names of those who 
had been shot. 

With trembling hands Captain J. reached for the paper. 
“Will I find his name among these?” he asked himself, and 
a dark presentiment seemed to whisper, “Yes”.— Really ! 
Among the very first ones he read: Gustavus B. 

He turned pale, and pointing to the name, said to his 
friend, “Tell me, did you see this one?” 

“Yes, certainly; nor have I ever in my life seen a more 
depraved specimen of humanity.” 

“Was he young?” 

“Very young.” 

“Was he well built? Did he have auburn hair?” 

“Yes, he was red-headed and handsome as a tiger. He 
was arrested just in the act of setting fire to the palace 
of the minister of finances. He was brought before us, his 
hair singed and his clothing torn; his harids were bleeding, his 
his eyes were blood-shot, his voice was hoarse and his mouth 
foaming. The trial was soon over; the number of his crimes 
was too great to admit of pardon. Ten days later he stood 
in the place of execution. Even there he uttered the most 
horrible insults and abuses against the aged priest who ac- 
companied him, and who did his utmost to convert him. His 
companions faced death with the calmness and resignation 
of men who had repented and confessed their sins. They 
tried to encourage the unfortunate youth, and amid tears 
besought him to become reconciled with God. But he cried 
out with diabolical rage, ‘God? money is God!’ Twelve 
bullets pierced his breast and stifled his last blasphemy.” 

Painfully affected, Captain J. had listened to this sad 
narrative. When his friend had finished, he related to him 
how he had become acquainted with the curly-haired boy 
and how a wicked and godless teacher had instilled this 
poisonous doctrine into the poor child. “From that time,” 
said the captain, “I prophesied for him a fatal end. I knew 
the bad boy, you saw him as the bad man. As a child and 
as aman he considered money his god, and to this abominable 
idol he sacrificed everything: his life and his soul.” Unfortu- 
nate fathers, unfortunate teachers, unfortunate all who corrupt 
the heart of a child and lead it astray.—“\A young man accord- 
ing to his way, even when he is old, he will not depart from it!” 
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GREAT DIGNITY. 





Holy Orders confers great dignity; therefore, people address. 
the priest by the title of ““Reverend.’’ The priest has greater 
power than the rulers of the earth, greater power than even 
the angels in heaven. The power of rulers extends only over 
this earth and to temporal things; but heaven and earth gaze 
in astonishment at the wondrous works of the priest. The 
priest forgives sins, a power possessed by no one but God 
and himself. The priest consecrates bread and wine into the 
true, living Body and Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, this power 
he shares with Christ alone. No angel can do what the 
priest does; not all the angels together can forgive even a 
venial sin, much less change bread and wine into the Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ. 

The priest stands between God and man. When the priest 
pleads with the full fervor of his heart, no power in heaven 
or on earth can resist, because the priest and Christ are one. 
Without priests Christ cannot continue the work of Redemption; 
cannot govern the Church. He needs priests just as much as. 
He needs the elements of bread and wine for the Consecration. 
Therefore, our Divine Savior loves priests with His Divine 
Priestly Heart. He blesses those who bless the priests. He is. 
Mediator for those who pray for His priests; and He warns the 
faithful: Harm not My priests if you wish to please Me! For 
this reason, true Christians have always loved priests and 
overlooked their weaknesses for Christ’s sake. 

Happy and blessed those who do so! Thrice happy and 
thrice blessed they who enable a good, but poor student to 
study for the priesthood! In certain parts of Germany, especially 
in German-Austria the bishops, clergy and faithful are so im- 
poverished, that they are destitute of means to enable good, 
talented youths to study for the priesthood. Therefore, they 
pleadingly stretch forth their hands to the good, pious people 
of the United States, and, truly, not in vain. Just read the 
following letters: 


An Excellent Young Lady! 


“I send you $500.00 to aid a youth who is studying for the holy priesthood. 
Oh, I am so happy to be able to do something for the honor of God! I have the 
firm confidence that this will be a comfort and blessing to me, because I have 
earned this money by hard labor. I am only a working girl, and had laid this 
aside. When! read in ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ that a poor student could be 
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educated for the priesthood with $500.00, I could not restrain myself. I joyfully 
give this sum for the holy cause!” 


At Last a Priest in His Family! 

‘For love of the Queen of May I send you $500.00 in Liberty Bonds 
for the education of a poor student of Germany whom our Lord has called 
to work in His vineyard. Accept this offering; it comes from a good 
heart, dear Sisters. Let us send up our united prayers to the throne of 
Mary, Queen of May, for a good, worthy priest. I have a family of six 
children, but I have not yet had the happiness of giving one of my sons to 
God. I am not wealthy, but of what use are riches! How much sweeter 
it is to rest on the Heart of Jesus through the mediation of the Blessed 
Mother of God. I look eagerly forward to the time when I shall be able 
to correspond with the student.’’ 


To Obtain a Happy Hour of Death. 


“I am sending $300.00 to help a student of theology complete his studies. 
I am doing this for the greater honor of God, in love for the dear Blessed Mother 
of God, that I may once obtain a happy hour of death. I am seventy-seven 
years old. May the merciful God pardon my sins and may the ‘Refuge of 
Sinners’ assist me.” 


A Courageous Graduate. 


“In reading your May ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory,’ I noticed the cost of 
educating a student for the holy priesthood in Germany or Austria. I am willing 
to adopt a student and pay for his complete course amounting to $500.00. I cannot 
pay this amount at once as I have just graduated from college, but I send $50.00 
now and can very easily pay the balance in equal installments in the course of 
four years... If possible, I would prefer the contribution to be sent to a religious 
Order for the education of a poor student there.” 

This energetic graduate will make the right kind of a man, and 
be an honor to Holy Church! 


For Her Son’s Benefit. 


“I read in ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ that one can adopt a student of the 
priesthood by giving him means to study. I herewith send you $250.00 in Liberty 
Bonds, for a student of theology. That is all the money I possess. May the Lord 
accept my alms and grant my son the grace to become a priest.” 


A Working Girl Wants a Brother Priest. 


“In your periodical, ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory,’ I read how one can have a 
priest in the family. I will do my utmost to save $50.00 every year so that I can 
have a brother priest. I hope the bishop will find me a good brother.” 


Yes, your first year’s tuition and request have been sent to a 
bishop. You will doubtless hear from your good brother” soon! 

All contributions received for poor students previous to May 3\st, 
have been forwarded to Europe. We hope the donors will have the 
pleasure of hearing from the bishop, seminary director or their future 
priest within a few months. 
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Your Opportunity. 


In this country the education of a priest costs from $1500.00 
to $2000.00. In Germany and Austria, however, a donation of 
$500.00 would be sufficient for the education of a youth to the 
priesthood. However, many people with the best will are un- 
able to sacrifice $500.00; but $250.00 or $300.00 would probably 
be possible for them. Be consoled, for this amount would de- 
fray the expenses of a student of philosophy or theology until 
his ordination. What a joy for the student, what a consolation 
for the bishop when such a noble gift arrives! Others, again, 
by being saving, can lay aside $50.00 or $60.00 a year. That 
is just sufficient to pay the expenses of a student for one year. 
Now he can study! Without this support he would be obliged to 
give up his studies! 

Whoever adopts a student until he has attained the priest- 
hood, even for only one year, may send us the offering. We 
will forward the donation to the diocesan bishop or to the 
directors of the seminary who will apply it to the education 
of a worthy student. The bishop or director of the seminary 
will write you himself, and also the happy student. He will 
be in communication with you until he says his first Holy 
Mass. And be assured, the bond of charity will then be drawn 
still more closely after his ordination. Then, dear reader, can 
you not say in truth: I have a priest in my family! Oh, 
believe me, this priest will be a most grateful son, a most 
dutiful brother; he will mever cause you grief or anguish. 
On the contrary, he will be your great joy and consolation, 
especially at the hour of death. 


Many Religious Communities Cannot Subsist without 
Intentions from the United States. 


More than ever, letters are pouring in from secular and 
religious priests who plead so earnestly for Mass stipends. 
They state that, without this support of American Mass in- 
tentions they actually cannot subsist. Oh, let us be merciful 
to these priests and help them! We thereby perform a threefold 
meritorious act. For your consolation, we assure you that we 
will dispose of these Mass intentions promptly and most con- 
scientiously. 

For want of space we cannot publish many letters from 
priests and religious communities this time. In short, the 
distress in many parts of Germany and especially in German- 
Austria is still very great; yea, in some respects worse than 
ever before, also in the line of clothing. Numberless religious 
lack the most: necessary clothing and wash; the sick, under- 
nourished Sisters require strengthening food. Alms in money 
is still the best and most effectual means to bring help. 

Here follow but two letters; they will suffice for this time. 
Who would not have compassion ? 
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Lending Money to St. Joseph. 


Carinthia. 
Dear Rev. Father Lukas, 


I would like to tell you a little episode. On 
the 19th of March, the feast of St. Joseph, I was invited by a gentleman, 
the owner of a factory, to take a drive to St. Paul. I accepted the kind 
offer and also visited the Sisters of Divine Love. Some time elapsed 
before the superioress could be found, and in the meantime I prayed 
my Breviary. 

When the superioress came — I had never been on the place before— 
she was much agitated. I could see itin her whole bearing. She seemed 
very timid and frightened. When I perceived this, | immediately said: 
‘‘Dear Mother Superioress, I bring you good news; I have money for 
you.’’ As soon as I had said this, she became calm. I placed 20,000 
crowns before her on the table. When she saw this amount she ex- 
claimed: ‘‘Thank God! now I can once more buy flour for my sisters. 
For along time we have had no flour. Oh, whata joyful Easter that will 
be!’’ Then she burst into a passionate flood of tears. After she had 
composed herself, she said: ‘‘All day we have begged St. Joseph for 
help, and now toward evening this help has come.’’ The superioress 
did not know that I had money for distribution; she did not even know 
me. I then promised to send her another large donation. 


When we had left the parlor we saw an elderly sister in the hall 
near the stairway. The superioress, full of joy on account of the alms 
said to her: ‘‘Dear Sister Urbana, just now I received 20,000 crowns 
from the Very Rev. Prelate; now I can give the dear sisters something 
to eat again. This poor Sister Urbana who is nothing but skin and 
bones, like a living corpse, fell fainting to the floor at this news. Quickly 
we lifted her on the steps, and as I held her the superioress ran to get 
some water, etc. Sister Urbana soon regained consciousness, and I de- 
parted. I cannot describe to you the impression this visit made upon 
me! The poor superioress, nearly broken-hearted, with her boundless 
trust and confidence in good St. Joseph, — this wonderful help on his feast 
day—then poor Sister Urbana: all this made an indelible impression 
upon me! You see, dear Father, through you, our noble benefactors 
have loaned money to St. Joseph! 

Dear Rev. Father, oh, if you and the dear benefactors knew how 
greatly your assistance is relieving our distress, you yourselves would 
weep, and in your hearts you would say: O God, we thank Thee that 
Thou hast given us means to heal such wounds, alleviate such distress 
and mitigate so much secret grief ! 

Praised and blessed be the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, which has 
directed your hearts, and has sent us aid. Oh, how many prayers as- 
cend to heaven for you daily! How many tears of gratitude flow! — 
I am not ashamed to own, dear Rev. Father, that, just now while 
writing these lines, the tears are in my eyes. They are tears of gratitude. 

May the loving Heart of Jesus repay our dear Friends in America. 

Your humble, grateful servant, 


B. E. > Abbot. 
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St. Joseph, Austria, April 19, 1921. 
Dear Rev. Father Lukas, 


The good sisters of Carinthia look at me 
almost as a wonder-worker! | tell all the sisters and also the priests 
that I am only the mediator, that these gifts come from very noble 
hearts across the ocean, from the blessed and beautiful land of 
the United States. 

Yes, dear Father, without this aid, many a cloister and insti- 
tution would have seen its downfall ere this. You cannot possibly 
form any idea of how deeply we are indebted to those benefactors 
who through you have sent us money. Wherever I go to distribute 
alms, I find this feeling of heartfelt gratitude. Your dear letter 
arrived yesterday evening, and | read it immediately. The whole 
night, with the exception of one and a half or two hours, I could 
not sleep. I am so happy over your encouraging words, and the 
new token of your charity. Many a fervent prayer ascended to 
heaven last night for our loving, generous benefactors. Dear Rev. 
Father, before I close, 1 must tell you something. At times my 
heart is heavy when I consider the sufferings and cares of so many 
convents and consecrated virgins, and | fear to write to you again 
asking for aid, because | have experienced your help so often. 
Then I look at that picture of the Sacred Heart which had its origin 


in Clyde, and which always stands on my writing table! This 
always gives me new courage. 
Your eternally grateful confrere, 


B. E. Abbot. 


Do you remember of this picture, dear reader? Reference was made to it 
by the same writer in his first letter which appeared in the November issue of 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory.” He then wrote: “On my writing table before me I 
have a picture of the Sacred Heart from your convent in Clyde. Whenever I 
look at it, the thought comes to my mind: from Clyde, where the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus is so fervently loved, aid must come to us! — Sacred Heart of Jesus I en- 
trust all to Thee!”” — This is a simple picture of the Sacred Heart printed in our 
convent, which, we learned later, had been sent to the Reverend Prelate by one 
of our subscribers, a lady of Buffalo. — Whata glorious mission that little picture 
has fulfilled! It has directed some of your alms, dear reader, to be sent to the 
famishing convents of destitute Carinthia! How wonderful God directs all things! 
You see, it is the Sacred Heart of Jesus and good St. Joseph themselves who 
providentially dispose of your alms! 


—- + <2 eo 
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